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All Church Celebration Sunday
by Ken Paine

Reserve the a! ernoon/evening of Sunday, Aug 
29 for an all-church BBQ in the shade behind the 
church. We'll have games (including some water 
games), a great potluck with hamburgers and hot 
dogs, and some time to praise God through music. 
Please plan to join us. Watch the bulletin for more 
information.

Why we Need to Celebrate
by Julie Caton

" is past year has been a dramatic one for our 
church -- # lled with surprises, one a! er another, 
trials, tests and goodbyes.  But it has also been a 
year of growth, joy, triumph and redemption.  For 
me, summer is one of the times of the year when 
I reevaluate my commitments. Part of that pro-
cess is looking back to see how far I've come over 
the last year.  Not just because it's fun, but God 
calls me to remember, so that I can see clearly and 
move forward.  

Did you know that God set aside 73 days out of 
each year for his special people -- the Jews -- to 
remember and celebrate? " at's twenty percent of 
every year that God called his people to come to-
gether, do no work, and celebrate. " ere are seven 
festivals God describes in Leviticus 23 (see there 
are good things about Leviticus) -- only one of 
them is a solumn day of confession and repen-
tance.  " e other six are holy days of celebration.  
Just that fact tells me a lot about how God wants to 
interact with his people. Let's see how familiar this 
sounds:  gathering together, lots of food, special 
meals and decorations, singing, dancing, ceremo-
nies of remembrance, musical instuments.  
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In most countries where Islam is the majority re-
ligion it is illegal to try to convert someone to an-
other religion. Under Sharia law the penalty for 
converting to Christianity is death. 

" e Muslim population in the United States is 
growing rapidly. " ere are an estimated 5 to 7 mil-
lion Muslims in the United States today. " ere are 
over 1,200 Mosques in the U.S. Daniel Sheyesteh, 
co-founder of Hezbollah and convert to Chris-
tianity, says that where Muslims build a mosque 
they believe they own the territory. 

" e growing Muslim population in the U.S. is a 
concern to many people. " ey see what has hap-
pened to Europe which is referred to by some as 
Eurabia. A Su#  (a Shia sect) Imam says that 80% 
of the Mosques in the U.S. are bases for Muslim 
Jihadists. Experts estimate that there are 10,000 
Muslim Jihadists in the U.S. " e Council of Islam-
ic Education has a plan to teach Islam in public 
schools. Muslims have in# ltrated our government, 
even in the White House. " is can be a scary sce-
nario. It is also an opportunity. " e mission # eld 
has come to us.

While it is dangerous to evangelize to Muslims in 
Muslim controlled countries, we are free to do it 
in the United States. " ere is an excellent book out 
by Samy Tanagho, Glad News$ God Loves You My 
Muslim Friend. " is book is written for Muslims. 
It shows verses in the Qur'an that promote Chris-
tianity. He and the organization that works with 
him go to gatherings of Muslims and distribute 
these books.

We do not have many Muslims in Walla Walla and 
no mosque, yet. But you may meet some Muslims. 
" ey could possibly move in next door. If you 
do have the opportunity to witness to Muslims it 
would be good to know about their culture and 
the taboos to avoid o& ending them. 

It is a major change and commitment for a Mus-
lim to convert to Christianity. " ey are o! en de-
nounced by their families and sometimes killed. 
It can take months or even years for a Muslim to 
accept Christ. But many do. Islam is an imper-
sonal unloving religion. What attracts Muslims to 
Christianity is the love and caring of Christians. 

Even though you may not be in contact with Mus-
lims, you can pray. Pray for the salvation of Mus-
lims in the U.S. Pray for those who are in contact 
with Muslims. And pray for persecuted Christians 
and the spread of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
Muslim lands. 

Reaching out To Muslims
by Vic Phillips
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By Je&  Goodson

What is a man? What does he look like? How does 
he act? How should he act? In order to see what a 
real man looks like we need to look at the Bible. 
What does it say a man should look like? 

" ere are many examples in Scripture from Adam 
to David, from Solomon to Peter and Paul to Tim-
othy. But our best example is Jesus. Some want 
to portray Jesus as very so!  and very meek. 
Jesus was meek but that was only one of His many 
attributes. Jesus could be so!  when He needed 
to be and He could be very tough when 
He needed to be. 

But the most important part of 
Jesus was that He took His 
relationship with God the Father 
very, very seriously. God the Father
came # rst. Obedience to God was 
top priority. Where do you stand? 
Where do you place your relationship 
with God the Father? Are you as
obedient as you should be? If not, 
why not?

Let's take a look at some di& erent aspects 
of Jesus. He is loving, kind, compassionate, 
forgiving, friendly, meek, humble, 
merciful, graceful, wise, knowledgeable, 

powerful, all knowing, passionate, stern, exhorted 
when needed, disciplined His disciples as needed, 
harsh with the Pharisees, righteous anger within 
the temple of God, hated sin but loved the sinner. 
Jesus is God. Jesus had the perfect balance be-
tween His manhood and His emotions. 

When you study Jesus in the gospels He did ev-
erything for one main purpose, to glorify God 
the Father. He consistently pointed people to God 
their Father. Men are to emulate Jesus, to follow 
Jesus and to obey Jesus. Jesus was a man just like 
us, He went through everything that a man goes
          through in life. He just did it without sin. Sin 
                    hinders us from being what God created 
  us to be, men. 

         God created men to be di& erent from
women and there is nothing wrong 

with that. Men are designed one way
 and women another and that's God's 

way. When things run God's way what a 
wonderful thing it is. Because it's all about 

          Jesus and God gets all the glory.

Men's Ministry
Our Mission is to lead men into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ
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All men are invited
Saturday Morning, August 14

8:00 AM

We have 12 home groups that meet weekly.  Grow 
close to others in relationships centered on our 
faith in Jesus. For more info on joining a home 
group, contact the church o*  ce at 529-1212.

S
A
M
S

Senior Adult Ministries meets August 
19th at 10 AM in Baker Hall. " ey have 
a speaker or movie, then potluck lunch. 
Anyone 55 years or older is welcome 
to come and see what they're all about. 
Laughter is the best medicine. Come join 
in the fun and fellowship.

Everyone is invited$ Meet Friday nights at 7:00 
PM to share in support and encouragement to 
conquer your hurts, habits, and hang-ups. Din-
ner provided the fourth Friday each month at 

6:00 PM for a small donation.
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A new direction for young adults
by Gordon Jennings

One function in our body of believers is our young 
adults and their children and youth.  Take them 
away and the body of Christ loses the vitality, ener-
gy, and excitement of a growing church.  Jesus loved 
the little children and said ªBring them unto me.º

" is fall the CE commision would like to focus on 
this area with all the passion and vision we can 
muster.  " ey are my +1 priority and so we are 
implementing a new plan to bring young adults 
together -- praying that they will come up with 
some great ideas to inspire and renew our church.

Starting this September, the center section of Bak-
er Hall will be a young adults fellowship area.  Af-
ter leaving their children in the loving care of our 
children and youth leaders, they can come have 
co& ee and refreshments and fellowship with each 
other.  " ey can learn from each other, grow to-
gether in community and share their dreams and 
passions for BMCC and the Walla Walla Valley.

God takes great delight in his people and wants 
them to take great delight in him too.  He wants to 
celebrate the day he made creation, the day he set Is-
rael free from Egypt, the day he gave Moses the law, 
the day he # rst adopted you as his child, and more.  

I want to tell you about one feast in particular -- the 
feast of booths.  " is festival gathered every Jew to 
Jerusalem where they build a tent to live in for the 
week so they could remember the way God guided 
his people through the wilderness.  " ere were spe-
cial ceremonies to remember God's provision of 
water in the desert and God's presence in the pillar 
of # re.  At the end of the week they spent a whole 
day rejoicing in the law God had given them.  Rich-
ard Davison describes it as a ªjoyous reveling.º

Obviously we don't have a whole week, though if 
you are tempted to pitch a tent in the backyard of 
the church, I wouldn't be surprised.  What we will 
have is a day to celebrate on August 29th.  Let's 
# ll it with a joyous reveling of our own.  I know 
many of you have been moved by God, pruned 
and grown by the Holy Spirit, or discovered Jesus 
anew this past year.  We need to hear your stories. 
If you have a story to share, please contact any 
member of the Board of Elders.  

It will be a night of remembering God's goodness. 
His presence and provision.  We want to focus this 
evening on God, because when we share how God 
is using us, teaching us, or growing us it brings 
him glory.  In order to prepare for the celebration, 
I encourage you to read Psalm 145, where the 
whole earth responds to God in praise and cel-
ebration.  Let the party begin$
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1     Julianne Hoppen
       Robert Taylor
       Burl Wallace
       Katheryn Watson
       Samuel Watson
2     Matt Bennett
       Laura Rice
3    Nelma Dimino
       Jim Tackett
       Larry White
4     Carolyn Criss
       David Elmore
       Matthew Hutcherson
5     Kelsie Davisson
       Rick Jones
       Florence Lamb
       Erica Rice
       Jennifer Stephens
       David Stewart
6     Tammie Herron
7     Samantha Brink
        Rich Eagon
8     Steve Irwin
9     Heather Smelcer
        Nicole West
10   Aaron Burns
        Evan Harris
       Peggy Slosted
        Sherry Tucker
        Michael Wilson
11   Betty Hamby
12     Ron Knight
14     Kyle Knudson
15     Susan Akers

Celebrating August Birthdays and Anniversaries

          Ethan Haen
16     Naomi Jardon
          Vi Loar
         Jodi Stewart
17    Wes Hibner
         Lee Lynch
18    Shelby Grewell
         Robin Sherrod
19    Robin Harris
         Vonette Miller
22    Renee Krivoshein
        Michelle Paine
23    Karen Skifstad
        Matthew Wallace
24    Linda Clark
         Sarah McNeil
25    Kobee Carrillo
        Joel Redman
26    Leslie Kroum
         Jo Ann McAlvey
27    Gary Simmons
28    Austin Hutcherson
29    Jerry Eyestone
30    Zarabeth Bierman
31   Taylor Carlile
        Scott Napier

4    John ; Noralea Ordway
      Ron ; Kim Skifstad
5    Matt ; Shaunna Bennett
6    Ed ; Zenada Voss
8    Bob ; Phyllis Branscum
9    Pete ; Sara Erb
10  Mark ; Kim Agrellas
      Kraig ; Sharon Kushar
11 Delmer ; Carolyn Criss
      Dana ; Vonette Miller
12   Orvil ; Gloria Wilson
       Ron ; Marilyn Groom
13   Ike ; Amy Freeman

16   Jerry ; Shirley Musick
18   John ; Bridget Blom
20   Donavan ; Karen Skifstad
       Scott ; Sheila Woel< e
21  Roy ; Melanie Clark
       Je&  ; Mindy Neissl
23  Raymond ; Zelda Kelso
       Rich ; Kris Eagon
25  Myron ; Wanda Rogers
      David ; Chalene Waltner
27  Dave ; Sharon Hale
       Randy ; Carrie Knudson
30  Dave ; Stephanie Sept

At a Glance
9    Building ; Grounds Commission 6:45 PM
       EOD Commission Meeting 6:30 PM
      Worship Commission Meeting 6:30 PM
      " e Ark Commission Meeting 6:30 PM
10  Quilter's Guild 6:30 PM
12  Board of Elders Meeting 6:30 PM
13   Baptism Class 6:00 PM
       Women's WELL Meeting    
  (Washington Park) 7:00PM
14  Men's Breakfast 8:00 AM
15   Farewell Potluck for Freemans a! er service

16  CE Commission Meeting 6:30 PM
17  Missions Commission Meeting 6:30 PM
19   Senior Adult Ministries 10:00 AM
23    " e WELL Movie Night 6:30 PM
29    Celebration Sunday 
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A Preview of  Coming Attractions:  Family Fun for Missions
by Debbie Sands

Sara Huie at Rrround up Sunday 1988

Save the Date$$$ On Sunday, September 19 
from 3 ± 6 pm, the Missions Commission has 
planned a fun-# lled, family-centered event to cel-
ebrate our commitment to missions.  Come join 
us for an a! ernoon of outdoor games, table games 
and horse cart rides.  Dust o&  your favorite chili 
recipe and enter the chili cook-o& .  Learn about 
the missionaries we help support and get your 
mission passport stamped at the Mission Pavilion.  
Learn about Faith Promise and discover how your 
pledge is spreading the love of Jesus around the 
world.  Kathy Wood will be our special speaker for 
this event.  Mark the date on your calendar and get 
ready to have fun$

Guest Speaker Kathy Wood 
and family

Games at Family 
Fun Fest 2008
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Bidding a Fond Farewell
Help send o&  the Freeman family 
with a salad potluck a! er church on 
August 15th.  
 A-N bring salad
 O-Z bring dessert  
For more information, contact Karen 
Skifstad at 525-3515.

All Church 
Celebration Sunday

 Sunday, Aug 29 
Time to be determined

Games, a great potluck, and some 
time to praise God through music 
in our fantastic backyard. Watch the 
bulletin for more information.


