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Harvest Carnival Returns
by Dana Miller

It's not too early to be thinking about it! Blue 
Mountain Community Church will be hosting 
our 10th annual Harvest Carnival on October 
31st.  " is event is one of our largest outreaches to 
the community. It is open to all youth and adults 
in the Walla Walla valley, and there is no cost to 
attend.  " is is our church's opportunity to pro-
vide a safe and fun alternative to traditional trick 
or treating. It is also a great way to introduce fami-
lies who might not attend church or have a church 
home to Blue Mountain Community Church.

Jesus promises in John 12:26 (NASB) that, ªIf 
anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I 
am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves 
Me, the Father will honor him.º What a wonderful 
promise and challenge for those who wish to be 
His hands and feet!   continued on page 5

Faith Promise
By Keith Brown

A faith promise requires a commitment.  I commit 
myself to an amount of money and by faith, based 
on God's promises, 
expect Him to en-
able me to do it.  As 
I commit myself to 
this step of faith, it 
helps me to repro-
gram my whole life 
priority system so 
that I begin looking for God's provision.  It gives 
me new eyes to see my stewardship in a totally dif-
ferent way.  Instead of sitting back and waiting, I 
begin to actively look for ways in which God will 
provide for me to ful# ll my faith promise.

A faith promise for missions becomes my expres-
sion of obedience to Christ's command.  Based on 
His promises, He uses my faithfulness to build his 
church worldwide.

FAITH:  My trusting God to enable me to give 
more than I thought I could give, and, at the same 
time, to meet all my personal needs.

PROMISE: My trusting God because He promised 
to suplly all my needs. 
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October is Pastor 
Appreciation Month*

by Gerry Couchman

Pastors are o$ en the loneliest people in the 
church. Most work long hours, are constantly on 
call, sacri# ce family occasions to tend to congre-
gational crises, carry long term debt from the cost 
of seminary, are subjected to constant and consid-
erable criticism and are rewarded with below av-
erage compensation. Trained in theology, they are 
expected to master leadership, politics, # nance, 
management psychology and con% ict resolution. 
Nobody can handle the wide range of responsi-
bilities people expect their pastors to!!

With prayer and repentance, let's lay aside our our 
personal agendas and preferences and let's serve 
our shepherds, so that they will be encouraged, 
and feel appreciated and continue to minister with 
enthusiasm and energy.

7 PRACTICAL STEPS :
· Cut the criticism ± Clergy are critiqued constant-
ly, particularly a$ er each weekly service. How 
would you feel if this hapened in your job? Let's be 
constructive. Know your pastors gi$ ing and ap-
preciate it.

· Pray regularly ± Pray that he/she may be show-
ered with an abundance of God's love, hope, joy,
faith, peace, power, wisdom and courage.

· Express appreciation in writing ± A spoken com-
pliment is always welcome but a written one can 

be read over and over for years. Write appreciative 
notes¼impact of sermons¼life change etc.

· Use your skills to bless ± What skills do you have
that could be used to bless your pastor? Mechani-
cal then # x his car, dentist, doctor, accountant, 
computer, gardener¼

· Squelch gossip ± If you have a negative comment, 
respond with a positive one. Correct misinforma-
tion. If people are gossiping ± walk away. James 
1:26 ªIf anyone considers himself religious and yet 
does not keep a tight reign on his tongue, he de-
ceives himself and his religion is worthless.º

· O! er to meet a need ± Many approach their pas-
tors with ªYou need to¼!º " is is counter produc-
tive. Change your attitude. Rather say ªI'd like to 
help with¼º Be an active participant!

· " row away the measuring stick ± Focus rather 
on how your pastor is being used by God. No two
churches are the same! God's not in the franchise
business! Your leader is unique, leading a unique
set of people with unique gi$ ing to achieve a 
unique God given mission. Let's # nd out what that 
is and let's keep our eyes # xed on HIM and obedi-
ent to HIS calling.

Pastors we salute you and give thanks for your 
obedience and courage in heeding God's call on 
your lives!!

*" is article originally appeared in Willow Creek's
newsletter in May 2007
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" e Liberating Power of 
Redemption in the 

Christian Faith   
taught by Karen Brooks

Jesus said, ªYou shall know the truth and the truth 
shall set you free.º  Paul said, ª" e Gospel is the 
Power of God unto salvation.º What are the truths 
of Christ that transform our lives?  " e Bible says 
that if anyone is in Christ old things are passed 
away, behold all things become new.

Everywhere I go in the world, I teach these truths 
to believers of all denominations and many lives 
are transformed with a renewed excitement as 
they discover who they are in Christ.  

" ese teachings provide an assurance of the believer's:
 - knowledge of God
 - relationship with God
 - personal value and worth to God
 - power and authority over the devil 
 - understanding of scripture
 - divine purpose in God's Kingdom
 - ability to share and communicate their faith

" e Bible : What about it?
taught by Randy and Janet Lindquist

" e Bible is the best selling book of all time, but 
probably the least read.  Do you have questions 
about this great book? Does it confuse and bore 
you? We would like to pique your interest with 
some basic information, plus answer questions 
you may have about the Bible.  Our focus will be 
on the how-where-when-who-what-why.

Topics that will be covered:
 - What is the Bible?
 - Who is the Bible about?
 - How were the 66 books chosen?
 - Are there errors or corrections?
 - Why should we trust the Bible?
 - How did Jesus and the apostles view scripture?
 - How did we get the English Bible?
 - Why are there di& erent Bible translations?

Please feel free to email or call us with your ques-
tions prior to the class so we can start addressing 
them.  We want the class to be relevant and excit-
ing to you.  

Contact Randy: 
509-629-2851 or randylindquist@charter.net
Contact Janet: 
509-629-2934 or janetlindquist@charter.net

Wednesday Night Classes
Starting, October 5, the following classes 

will begin at 6:30 +; at BMCC.  
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Grow close to others in relation-
ships centered on our faith in 
Jesus. For more info on joining a 
home group, contact the church 
o<  ce at 529-1212.

S
A
M
S

Senior Adult Ministries meets October 
6th and 20th at 10:00 =;. Anyone 55 years 
or older is welcome to come and see what 
they're all about. Laughter is the best med-
icine. Come join in the fun and fellowship.

Everyone is invited! Meet Friday nights at 7:00 
+; to share in support and encouragement to 

conquer your hurts, habits, and hang-ups. Din-
ner provided the fourth Friday each month at 

6:00 +; for a small donation.

MOMSNext is designed to meet the unique 
needs of moms of school age kids.  MOMSNext 
meets October 5th and 19th from 9- 11 =; in 
the Fireside Room.  Guests are always welcome!  
contact Penny Baslee at  
baslee21@yahoo.com for 
more information.

All are invited
Saturday Morning, October 8

8:00 =; All ladies are invited to          The Well
 a place where . . .
Women Encounter the Love of the Lord
         Seasons of Life
Monday evening, 
                 October 24th
6:30 - 8:00 +;

MOPS exists to encour-
age and equip moms of 
preschoolers.  All moms 
are welcome.  MOPS 
meets October 13th 

and 27th from 9-11 =; in Baker Hall.  Contact 
Lauren Krusewski at bmccmops@gmail.com for 
more information.
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Harvest Carnival       continued from page 1

How can I help?
Pray! Please pray that this event may bring fam-
ilies and students to Jesus and the relationship He 
longs to have with anyone who seeks Him.

Donate! If you are a business 
owner or manager, we would ap-
preciate donations of gi$  certi# -
cates and/or prizes. " ese prizes 
may be ra>  e giveaways or for 
use in a silent auction to bene# t 
church ministry projects.

Feel free to contact the church o<  ce at 529-1212 or Dana Miller 
at (509) 629-0331 with any questions about the event.

Sign Up! Look for sign up sheets to help run 
game booths, registration, hospitality, clean up, 
etc. Most jobs only need about and hour and a half 
of your time!

Bring Candy! We need your 
donations of bagged candy (no 
lollipops, please!) Please bring 
bagged candy to the church of-
# ce during business hours or to 
drop boxes in Baker Hall.
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Our mission is to lead people 
into a growing relationship with 

Jesus Christ.

Celebrating October Birthdays and Anniversaries

At a Glance
4    Missions Commission Meeting 6:30 +;
5    MOMSNext 9:00 =;

Building Q Grounds Commission 6:45 +;
6    Senior Adult Ministries 10:00 =;
      Celebrate Recovery Leaders 6:30 +;
8    Men's Breakfast 8:00 =;
10  EOD Commission Meeting 6:30 +;
      CE Commission Meeting 6:30 +;
      Worship Commission Meeting 6:30 +;   
11  Board of Elders Meeting 6:30 +;
      Uuilter's Guild 7:00 +;
13  Mothers of PreSchoolers 9:00 =;
16  Faith Promise Sunday 
19  MOMSNext 9:00 =;
20  Senior Adult Ministries 10:00 =;
26  " e WELL 6:30 +;   
27  Mothers of PreSchoolers 9:00 =;
31  Harvest Carnival 5:30 +;

Every Week
Sunday                Middle School Youth 6:30 +;
Wednesday           Bible Classes 6:30 +;
" ursday Taking O&  Pounds Sensibly 5:30 +;

Financial Peace Xniversity 6:30 +;
Worship Team Rehearsal 6:30 +;

High School Youth 7:00 +;
Friday      Celebrate Recovery 7:00 +;

2  Diane Ben# eld
Kyle Erb
Bill Luisi
Elijah Wilson

6   Don Lynch
7   Syvila Priday
8   Francesca Cannone
11 Scott Leamy

Lorene Bu& 
Alison Knight
Bonnie Raugust
Houston Rice

12 Delmer Criss
13 Teri Stewart

Laura McNeil
14 Michael Baird
17 Jeremy Groat

Gary McAlvey
20 Nicole Redman

Nate Swisher
21 Sonia Walker

22 Andrew Easton
Jim Evans
Megan Evans

23 Nathaniel Rice
Ron Skifstad
Rebeccah Stewart

24 Evelyn Cornelius
25 Jillian McDaniels

Karen Nielsen
Noralea Ordway

27 Sara Erb
Amanda Agrellas
Frank Johnson

28 Brandon Hoppen
31 AJ Bennett

3   Cary Q Dona Rahn
5   Glen Q Bernice Shivley
6   Glenn Q Rosalie Vogt
15 Skip Q Jane Harrold
21  Jack Q Tracy Shea
23  Jerold Q Doris Cook
29 Don Q Nicole Redman

 Earl Q Connie Stanley
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What a blessing it was to us to spend time with 
you this summer! It was a whirlwind of a trip, and 
we thank each of you who helped us feel welcome, 
encouraged us or allowed us to share about our 
work in Guatemala. Reconnecting to home is so 
important for us. It helps us to remember that we 
are not here serving in Guatemala on our own, and 
it gives us an opportunity to thank you in person.

We returned to the start of a new school year at 
the Christian Academy of Guatemala and to a full 
house at El Refugio, the women's shelter. In fact, 
37 women and their children were turned away 
this summer alone because of lack of space! Please 
keep in prayer both the school year at CAG and 
the great need for additional # nances to cover the 
shelter's operating expenses and a larger facility. 
I'll get a newsletter out as soon as possible to up-
date you on all of this.

We are super excited about the BMCC team prepar-
ing to come down next summer! It is always a bless-
ing when we get to share the ministry here with 
many of you back home. We have some exciting op-
portunities for the team to serve, to grow spiritually, 
and to see the world from a new perspective!

" ank you so much for encouraging us and shar-
ing Christ in Guatemala through your prayers, 
your time, and your # nancial partnership! You are 
a huge blessing to us and to those we are able to 
serve because of you! * + , - . / 0 1 2
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Words of  Encouragement
by Je&  Goodson

How di! erent from this way of faith is the way of law, 
which says, ªIf you wish to # nd life by obeying the 
law, you must obey all of its commands.º   But Christ 
has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. 
When he was hung on the cross, he took upon himself 
the curse for our wrongdoing.  For it is written in the 
Scriptures, ªCursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.º   
" rough the work of Christ Jesus, God has blessed the 
Gentiles with the same blessing he promised to Abra-
ham, and we Christians receive the promised Holy 
Spirit through faith.              Galatians 3:12-14 (NLT)

Is it not wonderful that those who have received 
salvation through Jesus Christ are no longer under 
the curse of the law. We should be spending more 
time praising the Lord Jesus for the great things He 
has done for us. God has blessed us with the same 
blessing that He blessed Abraham with. We are 
now the children of the living God. How wonderful 
this is. We have received by promise the Holy Spirit 
through faith. " e Holy Spirit has marked us as 
God's sons and daughters to be with Him forever. 
Christ rescued us from the pit of hell where we were 
headed, possibly standing at the edge about to fall 
in and He came and brought us home. " ink about 
these verses and let them sink into your mind what 
Christ has done for you. Do not take what He has 
done for granted but let it guide you into what He 
wants you to glorify Him in. 

Take the time right now and praise Him, thank 
Him and show Him your appreciation of Him. 
We serve an AWSOME God.
 
Get words of encouaragement in your email inbox daily 
by asking to be added at bmccmensministry@gma il.com 
or go to http://encourageword.blogspot.com.
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Faith Promise Sunday
October 16

Expand your faith horizon by par-
tering with God in providing for 
missions around the world.  Sarah Le 
and Nick Brandenburg from Whit-
man College's Intervarsity fellowship 
will be speaking.

Harvest Carnival
October 31

5:30-8:00 PM
Invite your friends and neighbors to 
this fun free event for children.


