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ªComing to Sunday church is fun, it's easy and it requires so little e! ort on my part.  But they keep talking 
about this life group business, what is it and why do they emphasize it so much?º

What is a life group?
A life group consists of about 10 people who agree to meet together on a regular basis (usually once a week) 
outside of church to study the Bible and share life together.  " ey are committed to praying for each other, 
honestly sharing their trials and joys together and creating the kind of dependable friendships that make life 
so much better.  Some life groups are made of people in the same stage of life (young marrieds, retired, etc.) 
while others have people from all stages.  " ere are life groups that meet during the day or in the evening.

Why should I be part of a group?
For you:  A life group will help you feel like part of a church family fast.  Because the group is small, it will 
only be a few weeks before you know everybody and they know you.  then when you are at church, you 
will recognize the faces of people in your group.  You will also be challenged to grow spiritually by together 
studying God's Word.  You can contribute to group discussions and work out your faith with those around 
you.  A life group can become like extended family, they are there for you when you go through trials and 
they will rejoice with you over God's goodness in your life.  

For them: If you feel the need for real community, friends who know you well -- imagine that others are 
feeling that same way.  When you can encourage another person in their journey with Christ, you are also 
inspired to go deeper.  An old African proverb states, ªIf you want to go far, go alone.  If you want to go deep, 
go with others.º  

For the world: So many of our God sized dreams require more than just you.  With a life group, you can 
share the dreams God has placed inside you and they can help you turn that dream into reality.  A# er all, 
God didn't create church so we can hide o!  in our little comfort groups.  He created the church to transform 
the world.  

So step out this year and join a group.  You will create amazing bonds with people you didn't know before, 
build great memories of a strong community and make your corner of the world a little brighter.  To learn 
more or start your adventure, come to a potluck a# er church on Sunday, September 11.  

Why Life Groups
by Julie Caton



Page 2

Guatemala Mission Trip News
by Ken Paine

" e mission team met on August 15 to continue 
planning for the trip (and of course potlucking to-
gether ± this group can produce some good food$).

We talked about the commitment needed for 
the trip, some of the plans, and started organiz-
ing some fundraisers. So bring your dirty car to 
church on Sept 18 and have it washed by the Gua-
temala team. Plan to buy beautiful calendars from 
team members. And we plan to sell sky lanterns, 
which are great for about any kind of celebration, 
or just for fun. Several more fundraisers are being 
planned.

Our next meeting will be right a# er church (and 
the carwash) on Sept 18. If you're planning on go-
ing on the mission trip, you really need to plan 
to help with the car wash and be at the meeting 
(pizza will be provided). 

" e trip is tentativly scheduled for July 14 - 29, so 
be praying for us as we develop the team and the 
trip details.

Board Notes
by Debbie Sands

" e Ark Commission has dissolved.  Candy is 
meeting directly with Jim and attends all sta!  
meetings, so communication lines are well estab-
lished and plans or concerns are handled directly.  
We want to say a big " ank You to everyone who 
has served on the Ark Commission over the years.

Jim is launching a new search for an additional 
sta!  member.  He will be pursuing Church of God 
ministry connections and putting notices in the 
appropriate online locations.

" e Board has asked Leslie Snyder to use her skills, 
experience and educational background to evalu-
ate our youth ministry.  Where are we?  Where do 
we go from here?

Photo from the high school end of year party

Calling all photos!
We want photos of BMCC in action (this means 
you).  Take photos of your events and gatherings, 
get permission and send them to news@blue-
mountainchurch.com for use in future newsletters.
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BMCC is grateful for Good Samaritan Ministries 
and the wonderful classes they o! er.  Here is their 
fall schedule.  Please consider attending one of 
these % ne classes to grow. Good Samaritan min-
istries is located at 1815 Portland Avenue, Suite 2.

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 	 	

When to say YESÐWhen to say NO, To Take 
Control of Your Life.  8 weeks beginning Monday, 
September 19th at 6:30 &*.  

�
� 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � �

Anger, Misunderstood emotion, we all have it; 
Come learn how to manage it.  8 weeks beginning 
" ursday, October 20th, at 5:30 &*. 


 � � � � � � � � � � � �

  
When you are in danger, do other lives + ash be-
fore your eyes?  Come learn how to be the genuine 
you.  A 4 week class beginning, Wednesday, Sep-
tember 21st, 1 &* to 3 &*. 

� � � � � � � �

An Overview of God's Word-What is It?  What 
does it mean? How does it apply to my life?  Come 
and learn to know God and His personal message 
for you.  8 weeks in the Old Testament beginning 
October 17th  6:00 &* to 7:30 &*.  8 weeks in the 
New Testament beginning January 16th.  

�

� � 	 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � 


Develop your ministry skills based on a deeper understanding of Jesus' interactions and relationships.  " is 
class will give you tools that will strengthen your personal walk and outreach to others.  Study includes 
knowing yourself as the Beloved child of God, and the Healing Miracles of Jesus.  Classes begin Wednesday, 
October 5th,  6 to 8:30pm.  Optional morning class available 9 to 11:30am.  

exus
Where Parents Find Focus

Nexus is a place to ! nd practical parenting 
tools to help you in your parenting journey.  
Join us on September 19th for dinner (dona-
tions accepted) and the following sessions:

Session 1 

In" uence vs. Control 
Learn how to e# ectively motivate your teen to 
do more of the things you want them to do and 
less of the things you don't want them to do. 

Enforceable I Statements
Did your parents ever say ªDon't make me pull 
this car over$º.  Learn a more e# ective way.

Session 2 

Never argue with your teen again
Strategies for how to end the con" ict and ar-
guements with your teen.  

Bedtime Routines
Learn how to make bedtime a delight in-
stead of a ! ght.  

Children birth± 4th grade are welcomed with 
preregistration. Register by calling 529-1212 or 
at www.BlueMountainChurch.com on or before 
September 15th to ensure childcare. 
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Grow close to others in relation-
ships centered on our faith in 
Jesus. For more info on joining a 
home group, contact the church 
o/  ce at 529-1212.

S
A
M
S

Senior Adult Ministries meets Septem-
ber 1st and 15th at 10:00 <*. Anyone 55 
years or older is welcome to come and see 
what they're all about. Laughter is the best 
medicine. Come join in the fun and fel-
lowship.

Everyone is invited$ Meet Friday nights at 7:00 
PM to share in support and encouragement to 
conquer your hurts, habits, and hang-ups. Din-
ner provided the fourth Friday each month at 

6:00 PM for a small donation.

MOMSNext is designed to meet the unique 
needs of moms of school age kids.  MOMSNext 
meets September 7 and 21 from 9- 11 am in the 
Fireside Room.  Guests are always welcome$  
contact Penny Baslee at  
baslee21@yahoo.com for 
more information.

All are invited
Saturday Morning, September 10

8:00 AM All ladies are invited to          The Well
 a place where . . .
Women Encounter the Love of the Lord
         Winds of Change
Monday evening, 
                 September 26th
6:30 - 8:00 PM

MOPS exists to encour-
age and equip moms of 
preschoolers.  All moms 
are welcome.  MOPS 
meets September 8th 

and 22nd from 9-11 am in Baker Hall.  Contact 
Lauren Krusewski at bmccmops@gmail.com for 
more information.
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" e Fall program kicks o!  
in September. 

" ere are two Preschool 
classes. Our Otters class 
(formerly the Ducklings) 
is designed for 2 1=2Ð3 year olds and our Pandas 
class is for 4 year olds. Most of the curriculum is 
centered around themes. Activities related to the 
theme may include cra# s, baking, language arts, 
movement, art, music and more.   Children learn 
by doing so our goal is to make everything a learn-
ing experience. 

Our Before and A# er School program is an activ-
ity based program.  Some of the activities o! ered 
are arts and cra# s, science and math experiences, 
cooking, sports, games and more.  

We are excited about our program$ Our classes are 
fun, creative and geared to the child's development 
level.  " e teachers love what they are doing and 
have fun working with the children at their level. 
If you need care or are interested in more informa-
tion, please call 529-4000 or check us out at www.
thearkdayschool.com.

! 

What's Happening at. . .
by Candy Whittaker

Youth in September ± a 
crazy month.

by Ken Paine, BMCC Youth Guy
First the bad news: the middle school group will 
not meet on Sept 4 because of Labor Day and they 
will not meet on Sept 11 because I will be out of 
town. But we will kick o!  the new year on Sunday, 
Sept 18 with a big bash, welcoming the new 6th 
graders into the group.

" e high school group will not meet Sept 1 be-
cause of the fair, and will not meet Sept 8 because 
I will be gone. So we will start up again on Sept  15, 
getting back into having fun, eating, and getting 
into God's word.

On Labor Day (Sept 5) all youth and any inter-
ested adults are invited to play Ultimate Frisbee 
at 3:00 &* at the church. We may be able to % nd 
some ice cream to consume a# erwards.

On Friday, Sept 16, we'll have a tailgate party at 
Borleske Stadium for all high school students and 
their families before the football game (5:30ish). 
We'll provide burgers, hot dogs, etc, you bring sal-
ads and desserts.

I'm really excited about this fall. " e Sunday 
school class will start a new `" at the World May 
Know' series, and I think we'll have great middle 
and high school groups, exploring various parts of 
the Bible and applying them to our lives.

Keep praying for the youth of this church, and the 
youth of this valley. " ere are huge needs out there 
that we need to strive to cover.

Photo from lasertag trip with youth
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Our mission is to lead people 
into a growing relationship with 

Jesus Christ.

1   Joli Carlile
     Kathy Grewell
     Michael Huie
     Andrei Osborn
2   Renee Irwin
6    Joe Leamy
7   Kelle Cannone
8   Hannah Burns
      Jacie McDaniels
      Douglas Nichols
9    Lydia Whipple
10  Brianne Shea
      Carrie Spencer
      Troy Sherrod
11  Lisa McDonald
      Mike Pettyjohn
      Emily Snider
12  Carla Haen
      Kandee Hoppen
      Emely Hobbs
13  Gary Stewart
14  Sue Willsey
15  Jane Harrold
      Dale Hutcherson
16  Brad Hobbs
17  Asia Clark
      Nat Swisher

Celebrating September Birthdays and Anniversaries

18  Mitchell Anderson
       Justin Evans
19   Calvin McNeil
       Dana Miller
20   Danna Jones
       Tyler Shea
22   Melanie Clark
23   Don Logosz
       Craig Spencer
       Sheila Woel+ e
24   Kim Skifstad
25   Travis Erb
26   Ellen Kilmer
       Cindy Tackett
27   Tyler Neissl
       Lisa Turner
       Jerry Willsey
28  Alen Bender
       Kenneth Hobbs
29   Sonia Carias

3    Cli!  > Anna Frazier
5    Donny > Maranatha Snider
9    Matt > Jennifer Stephens
11  Bob > Sharon Loar
      Larry > Carolee White
12  Frank > Sonia Trapani

At a Glance
1    Senior Adult Ministries 10:00 <*
      Celebrate Recovery Leaders 6:30 &*
5    O/  ce Closed for Labor Day
      Ultimate Frisbee 3:00 &*
Q    Missions Commission Meeting 6:30 &*
7    MOMSNext 9:00 <*

Building > Grounds Commission 6:45 &*
9    Mothers of PreSchoolers 9:00 <*
      Financial Peace Universtity 6:30 &*
10  Men's Breakfast 8:00 <*
11  Life Group Kicko!  Potluck <XZ[\ ][\̂ _{[
12  EOD Commission Meeting 6:30 &*
      CE Commission Meeting 6:30 &*
13  Board of Elders Meeting 6:30 &*
14  |uilter's Guild 7:00 &*
15  Senior Adult Ministries 10:00 <*
      Financial Peace University 6:30 &*
16  Tailgate Party @ Borleske 5:30 &*
18  Newcomers' Dessert 5:30 &*
19  Nexus (Parent's Night) 5:45 &* 
      Worship Commission Meeting 6:30 &*
21  MOMSNext 9:00 <*
22  Mothers of PreSchoolers 9:00 <*
      Financial Peace University 6:30 &*
26  " e WELL 6:30 &*
29  Financial Peace University 6:30 &*

14  Chris > Adora Osborn
18  Ed > Elissa Stites
19  Gary > JoAnn McAlvey
      Gary > Teri Stewart
20  David > Karen McDaniels
25  Michael > Linda Clark
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WHAT'S STOPPING U? 
  by Dee Haun

In the next six weeks you'll be hearing a little here 
and there from the Mission Board on the fast ap-
proaching Faith Promise Weekend (October 14).  
We are so excited about the di! erent missionaries, 
missionary agencies and children we sponsor.     By 
being a part of Faith Promise, you become a VERY 
BIG part of the picture.  So what's stopping U? 

Maybe you're still trying to understand what Faith 
Promise is.  Glad you asked$  Let me explain in 
a very simple way.  
On Sunday, October 
16, you'll be asked to 
pray about and then 
write down a money 
amount that is be-
tween you and God.   
" is is money that 
comes your way as a 
complete surprise to you.   Instead of going out 
and buying something, you gladly give it back to 
God who gave it to you in the % rst place.   " e last 
time I wrote I shared I was headed to Tri-Cities 
to buy a nice new pair of tennis shoes, that morn-
ing I found a pair for around }10 (exactly what I 
needed).  So what I would have paid for a new pair 
I put into Faith Promise.   

You % nd a quarter on the ground$  
Someone sends you money out of the blue. 

Rebates or a bonus$  " e List goes on.  
What a great way to be on the front line with our 
Lord and Savior. 

Our church was totally blessed this summer to 
have three of our Missionaries come and share.   
" e Agrellas family, Charlotte McPherson, and 
the Reid family.  We are supporting some terri% c 
people of God.  " is fall we'll be adding another 
dynamic family,  John and Erin Brennan, who are 
heading to Asia-Paci% c region to live among the 
people and start Church planting work and Bible 
translation.   

We've also decided to add more support to Good 
Samaritan Ministry. " is ministry has grown so 
much and they have a need for a ground level 
building so they are moving into a better place and 
we get the privilege of helping them out, because 
in the long run they help us so much. 

" ink about the children we sponsor, we're adding 
another little boy from Kenya, 

Take a look on the mission table how we as a 
church help sponsor and support missions all 
around the world. 

Mission work is the heartbeat of the Church.  
It's what we've all been called to do with friends, 
neighbors and our family --  show the love of God 
and His Salvation for their souls.  So what's stop-
ping U from being a part of Faith Promise? 

" ink about what you could cut out for the next 
year or what not to buy in the next six months.  
I could give you lots of ideas, but this part is be-
tween you and God so it doesn't become a guilt 
thing from one human to another.  THEN you will 
know it's the real deal.  

Pray, pray and pray on how God wants you to align 
with His mission work around the world and then 
go for it.  Don't let anything or anyone stop U$ 
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Life Group Kicko# 
September 11  

Potluck a# er service
Bring a salad or dessert

Come and join in authentic commu-
nity with a small group of friends.

Newcomers' Dessert
September 18

Baker Hall
Come and learn more about BMCC, 
our mission and vision and get a 
chance to just visit with sta!  members.


