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Board Update
by Julie Caton

At long last the behind the scenes work of 
changing our church structure is coming to-
gether in a presentable document.    We have 
already approved the Guiding Principles, 
which are the board's instructions to the 
pastor.  ! e sta"  has been working on some 
plumb lines and revising current policies, so 
that the pastor and sta"  are working from the 
same playbook.  Now it's time to work with the 
bylaws, changing the text to re# ect the board's 
desire to be accountable to the congregation, 
while re# ecting the new structure that brings 
the sta"  and ministry leaders together with 
improved communication, areas of responsi-
bility and accountability.

Here are some of the changes you may notice:

Commissions are changing:  We've met with 
several of the commissions and discussed 
their roles and how those can best be ac-
complished.  Some of the commissions have 
turned into teams that work under a leader 
who is accountable to a sta"  member. New 
teams are also forming as needs are realized.  
People who serve on these teams may choose 
to serve as long as they like in an area that $ ts 
their passion.  ! ey will no longer need to be 
approved by congregational vote.  

Girls' Youth Stu" 
by Andrea Pellicer

This past month at ! e Light (High School 
Girls' Life Group) we learned about the di" er-
ences between who the world says we should 
be, and who we actually are according to God. 
We spent time together watching a movie at the 
Huies' outdoor theater and also carving pump-
kins.  In December, we will be baking cookies 
for the YWCA Women's Shelter, celebrating 
Christmas with a gi%  exchange, and going to 
Tri-Cities for a Christmas shopping day. We 
will also be learning more from our study, ª10 
Gutsy, God-Centered Lessons for Girls.º If 
you are a high school girl and are interested in 
joining us, please call or text Andrea Pellicer 
at 301-0834. We meet weekly on Sundays from 
7-8:15, and can't wait to see you there&
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Guatemala Mission Trip
by Ken Paine

! ank you for your support over the past few 
weeks as we've been selling items to raise mon-
ey for our mission trip to Guatemala next July. 
We still have a few Big Cheese pizza coupons 
le% , but can only sell them through Sunday, 
Dec 4. ! ese *10 coupons are good for a large 
pizza, worth up to *18. We will continue to 
sell calendars and we'll have sky lanterns also 
available. ! ese are a great way to celebrate 
just about anything.

! e mission trip team will also be providing 
babysitting by donation on Saturday a% ernoon, 
Dec 10, from 1 - 5 +/. ! is will allow parents 
to shop, go on a date, or just get away for a few 
hours. We'll provide fun, cra% s, and snacks. 
And if you go Christmas shopping, we can also 
wrap your gi% s when you come to pick up your 
kids (or just bring gi% s by to be wrapped).

We're also looking for some work to do on 
Saturday mornings. We can rake leaves, do 
yard work, put up Christmas lights, or what-
ever other tasks you have for teenagers to do. 
Contact Ken at 386-4959, as early in the week 
as possible so I can organize the work parties.

We've been in contact with Kim Agrellas in 
Guatemala about what we will be doing when 
we get there. Kim is lining up several projects 
for us, including time at the women's shelter, 
some construction and VBS;music;sports 
with children in the villages. ! is should be a 
great trip for all involved.

! e creation of teams: ! e leaders of each 
team will be provided a sta"  contact who 
will check in on them at least once a quarter 
to maintain good communication and will 
provide leadership training starting in Janu-
ary.  Each year we will produce a leadership 
directory with contact information of each 
team leader.   If you would like to be part of a 
team or are looking for a way to get involved 
in ministry, please contact Julie in the church 
o<  ce.  Our goal is for people to serve from 
their gi% s, passions and experience, instead of 
just $ lling a set number of spots.

! e board is changing:   ! e board is con-
tinuing to transition into a governance role, 
which looks at the big picture of the church's 
growth and helps guide vision instead of get-
ting caught in the details of church life.

If you have questions about this process, 
please contact a board member.   If you are 
interested the current Guiding Principles and 
plumb lines are available from the church of-
$ ce upon request.  
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Worship
· Remodeled the nursery room just inside the 
main sanctuary entry doors, converting it to a 
prayer room, open to anyone needing a quiet 
place to come before the Lord.

Exterior Maintenance
· Sanded and re-stained the wood paneling 
above the main sanctuary entry.
· Had the entire exterior of the church re-
painted.
· Replaced the worn siding and installed new 
windows on the west wall of Baker Hall.
· Removed the large dirt pile out near the barn.

Additionally, Pastor Jim personally oversaw the 
renovation of the Chapel (formerly the youth 
`Push' area) which has enabled him to open the 
Sunday night service. Many other smaller proj-
ects have been done also. ! ere will always be 
more to do, and we certainly have some large 
projects that need to be completed. Next year's 
list will include repaving our parking lots and 
hopefully a complete renovation of our kitch-
en. Both are expensive projects, so we'll need 
your continued $ nancial support to get them 
done. I'd especially like to thank the B = G 
members. ! ey not only decide what projects 
will be done, more o% en than not, they're the 
work party doing them.

Building and Grounds Update
by Larry Wachtel

What an exciting year is has been for the 
Building and Grounds group. ! is being the 
$ nal Connection for the year, I thought it 
might be nice to look back at all that's been 
accomplished in maintaining and improving 
our church home. It's remarkable how much 
we can accomplish when we work together. 
! ank you to all who've donated time, money 
and energy towards all that has been done.

! e Ark
· Removed a wall separating two small class-
rooms to enable the space to be used in a more 
# exible manner.
· Replaced carpeting in one of the upstairs 
classrooms.
· New exterior paint

Youth
· Complete renovation of the kitchen area, in-
cluding new cabinets, paint, lighting, etc.

Mechanical
· Replaced the second main HVAC unit
· Repaired the smaller HVAC unit that con-
trols the o<  ce wing and recently replaced 
sensors to give us more uniform heating and 
cooling in each o<  ce.
· Fire alarm system inspected and cleaned, re-
sulting in the elimination of the false alarms 
we'd been experiencing.
· Installation of a new exterior Security System 
which has almost completely eliminated the 
vandalism we've su" ered from the last few years.
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Grow close to others in relation-
ships centered on our faith in 
Jesus. For more info on joining a 
home group, contact Pastor Don 
at 529-1212.

S
A
M
S

Senior Adult Ministries meets December  
17th at 10:00 >/. Anyone 55 years or older 
is welcome to come and see what they're 
all about. Laughter is the best medicine. 
Come join in the fun and fellowship.

Everyone is invited& Meet Friday nights at 7:00 
+/ to share in support and encouragement to 

conquer your hurts, habits, and hang-ups. Din-
ner provided the fourth Friday each month at 

6:00 +/ for a small donation.

MOMSNext is designed to meet the unique 
needs of moms of school age kids.  MOMS-
Next meets December 7th from 9- 11 >/ at 
the leader's home.  Guests are always welcome&  
contact Penny Baslee 
at  baslee21@yahoo.
com for more infor-
mation.

MOPS exists to encour-
age and equip moms of 
preschoolers.  All moms 
are welcome.  MOPS 
meets December 8th  

from 9-11 >/ in Baker Hall.  Contact Lauren 
Kruzsewski at bmccmops@gmail.com for more 
information.

Family Breakfast
December 10    8:00 >/

Bu" et style breakfast for the whole family
Sponsored by Men's Ministry
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by Ken Paine
December will be an interesting month for 
the youth program. Because both Christmas 
and New Years Day fall on Sundays, we will 
not be having Sunday school for youth on ei-
ther of those weeks. However, we are planning 
a New Years Eve party for youth and anyone 
else who would like to join us. ! is will be an 
evening of games, food, contests, and a couple 
sky lantern launches (if the weather cooper-
ates). We'd love to have lots of our church 
family there.

! e middle school group will be having an 
ice skating party on Saturday, Dec 3, start-
ing with pizza at 5:30 +/, and ending around 
9:00 +/. ! ey will also have a Christmas party 
on Sunday, Dec 11, at 6:30 +/. We will not 
have middle school youth group on Dec 18, 
25, or Jan 1. ! e high school group will have 
its Christmas party on Dec 15. We will have 

youth group on Dec 22, but not 
on Dec 29.

We're planning a high school re-
treat for Feb 16 (a% er school) to 
18, and are also working on set-
ting a date for a middle school 
winter retreat. I hope to have that 
date by the next newsletter.

Keep praying for the youth of our 
church and of this valley.

THE REVOLVE TOUR&&
! e Revolve Tour is a conference for girls in 
6th-12th grade put on by Women of Faith. 
We are taking a group to ! e Revolve Tour 
in Spokane on February 24th and 25th. ! is 
year's theme is Dream On, and is a place for 
girls to learn more about God, themselves, 
and each other.  Stellar Kart and Jamie Grace 
will be preforming, and Jenna Lucado Bishop, 
Courtney Clark Cleveland, and Chad East-
ham will be speaking& Details will be coming 
shortly, so watch your bulletin. Join us and see 
for yourself how many teen girls are living for 
Jesus, just like you& For more information, call 
Andrea Pellicer at 301-0834.
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Our mission is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Jesus Christ.

At a Glance
1       Celebrate Recovery Leaders 6:30 +/
3       Nexus : Internet Safety 6:00 +/
         Middle School Ice Skating Party 5:30 +/
5       Christmas Tea 6:30 +/
6       Missions Commission Meeeting 6:30 +/
7        Building and Grounds 6:45 +/
8       MOPS 9:00 >/
10     Family Breakfast 8:00 >/
         Christmas Childcare 1:00 +/
12     EOD Commission Meeting 6:30 +/
         Worship Commission Meeting 6:30 +/
         CE Commission Meeting 6:30 +/
13     Quilter's Guild 7:00 +/
          Board of Elders Meeting 6:30 +/
15      SAMS 10:00 >/
          ! e Ark Christmas Program 4:30 +/      
24      Christmas Eve Service 6:00 +/
26      O<  ce Closed for Christmas
31      New Year's Eve Party 8:00 +/

Every Week
Sunday           Evening Service 5:00 +/
               Middle School Youth 6:30 +/
Wednesday           Bible Class 6:30 +/
! ursday Taking O"  Pounds Sensibly 5:30 +/

Financial Peace University 6:30 +/
Worship Team Rehearsal 6:30 +/

High School Youth 7:00 +/
Friday      Celebrate Recovery 7:00 +/

Celebrating December 
Birthdays and Anniversaries

1  Quinn Anderson
     Debbie Sands
2   Megan Hoppen
4   Skylar Sams
     Hailey Sams
     Matthew Skifstad
6  Paul Henline
7  Charlie Greiner
    Evan Walker
9  Ruth Hicks
     Sarah Jameson
10 Nora Carrillo
     Ryan Evans
     Bryce Henline
12 Jean Bell
     Brandon Snider
13 Michael Clark
     Zelda Kelso
     Andrew Miller
14 Ernest LaFont
16 Richard Easton

2 Je"  = Sandy Goodson
4 Ernie = Joy Hartl
23 Calvin = Cristy McNeil

17 Melvin Bowen
      Je" rey Spence
18 Claire Clark
      Joey Stephens
19 Dora Gonzalez
20 Scarlett Figgins
22 Davin Jones
24 Bob Hoppen
     Bill ! rasher
25 Cristy McNeil
26 Paul Davisson
     Hazel Pellicer
27 Carrie Schultz
28 Don Groat
29 Kevin Blair
     Alex Jones
     Vance Jones
     Kathy Nelson
     Cameron Spencer
31 Don Lemons



Page 7

! e Adoption
by Joyce Paine

When you hear the word ªAdoptionº 
what comes to your mind? One of my 
dictionaries' de$ nitions is: To choose 
and bring into a certain relationship.

! e missions' commission has cho-
sen to bring into a relationship with 
our church a transitional home at the 
Christian Aid Center. Transitional 
homes are places where homeless fami-
lies can move into for a short period 
of time while they work on the things 
necessary for them to get into a place of 
their own.

We have committed to ªadoptº one of these 
homes to help defray the cost of heating, re-
pairs and general maintenance. You, as a 

church body, will be given opportunities to be 
a part of this adoption as we enter into this 
relationship. Some ways that you may be a 

part of this is to help with painting, 
cleaning, making curtains and possi-
bly weeding the yard in between times 
that there are families in the home. 
Please let one of us from the missions' 
commission know if you would be in-
terested in helping with one of these 
projects. Members of the commission 
are: Jean Bell, Yvonne Henline, Vic 
Phillips, Dan Kilmer, Dee Haun, Kan-
dee Hoppen and Joyce Paine.

We will keep you informed as needs 
arise. ! ank you to those that already 
do a lot at the Christian Aid Center to 
help the homeless in our community.
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Ladies Christmas Tea
Baker Hall

December 5th
6:30 +/

Family Breakfast 
December 10th

8:00 >/

Christmas Eve Service
December 24th

6:00 +/
Bring the whole neighborhood 
for a celebration of Jesus' birth.


